
 
 

 
 
 
Steve Brine MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 

 
 

      25 May 2021 
Dear Steve, 
 
Thank you for your email of 17 May, enclosing correspondence from your 
constituent, Anthony Nowak of  
about how the Government plans to safeguard airfields. 
 
The Government’s vision is for the UK to be seen as the best place in the 
world for General Aviation (GA) as a flourishing, wealth-generating and job-
producing sector of the economy. GA is worth up to nearly £4billion to the UK 
economy, supporting nearly 40,000 jobs and includes activities such as 
sports and leisure, maintenance and manufacturing, training and search and 
rescue. To support this vision, I laid a Written Ministerial Statement (WMS) in 
the House of Commons on 27 April reinforcing the importance and value of 
GA and our network of airfields. Please find the statement in full at: 
www.tinyurl.com/GA-WMS-27-April. 
 
To support airfields, the Department launched the Airfield Development 
Advisory Fund (ADAF) to provide bespoke and tailored advice to GA airfields 
and associated businesses to help them grow, thrive and upskill. In addition, 
the CAA’s Airfields Advisory Team (AAT) provide operational support and 
advice to both licensed and unlicensed airfields.  
 
I note your constituent makes reference to planning applications potentially 
impacting on airfields and I am grateful that you recognise that as the 
Secretary of State adopts a quasi-judicial role in the planning system, and as 
such it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the merits of any 
individual planning application. However, you may be aware that the current 
National Planning Policy Framework already requires Local Planning 
Authorities to recognise the importance of maintaining a national network of 
general aviation airfields, and their need to adapt and change over time – 
taking into account their economic value in serving business, leisure, training 
and emergency service needs, and the government’s General Aviation 
Strategy – in taking decision on planning applications that could impact on 
airfields. 
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Clearly, it will be for the local planning authority to determine any planning 
application in accordance with the local plan unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise including policies outlined in the NPPF. However, I would 
advise that any concerns you or your constituent have regarding any current 
or future planning application should be directed to the local planning 
authority for consideration during the determination process. 
 
I would add that any statements made in this letter stating the Government’s 
vision for General Aviation are entirely without prejudice to any current or 
future planning applications that may impact on GA interests. Such 
applications will be judged on their own merits by the Local Planning Authority 
and this letter should not be treated as an endorsement of any specific 
planning application. 
 
You may also be interested to know that officials are working with Ministry for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government on future planning reform and 
to produce better guidance to local authorities to ensure that the benefits and 
interests of GA are carefully considered in the drive for new developments.  
 

I trust the above outlines the Government’s priority for GA and reassures your 
constituent that every effort is being undertaken to ensure our airfields are 
supported and protected.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

       
 
                                              ROBERT COURTS MP 

 
MINISTER FOR AVIATION, MARITIME AND SECURITY 








